Saturday, Odober 22. 1692. Licens’d, E. B. 


Queft. 1. Gentleman having fome time fince {een 4 
Per{on of Honour, of 4 most extraordi- 
nary Beauty, at {ome {mall diftance, 

has ever fince made it bis bufine(s to feck all Opportunities of 

feeing the Lady, without her perceiving or miftrufting of it, 
but never with any other Thoughts or Hopes, but only of 
admiring the Beautiful Objet ; however having lately by 
meer Accident {een the fame Lady very near, he is of a fud- 
den fallen into that defperate Condition, that he fleeps but 
very little, eats bardly any thing, and is [0 Melancholly, that 
he who was formerly of a very Gay Temper, now endeavours 
to avoid all Company, and when he is in Company hardly 
{peaks : Tour Opinion, Gentlemen, of what can be the Reafon of 
this, and what Courle the unfortunate Gentleman ought to 
take, is heartily beg'd by his Friend, and your moft Obliged 

Servant ? 

An(w. “Tis Pity the Gentleman in a Countrey of 
Chriftians fhould dye without Aid: Not one Saint to 
be implored in this particular Cafe among all the Po- 
pith Bead-Roll! and if the Gentleman has a mind to try 
Philsers, Sigils, or Love Powder, he flings away his mo- 
ney, unlefs he could procuse that which Petrarch re- 
lates, Epift. 5. of Cherles the Great : He doated upon a 
mean Woman thany Years, and embraced her dead Bo- 
dy as his Dzphme, had her Embalm’d Body with a 
rich Coffin, and always carried wherever he went, till 
a Pious Prelate had a return of his Prayers, that it 
‘vas reveal'd to him, the Caufe of the Emperours love 
lay under the Dead Woman’s Tongue ; the Prelate 
fearched the Corps, and tound a {mall Ring under the 
Tongue, then the Emperour fell as much in Love with 
the Prelate. The Ring was flung into a Lake, from 
chat hour the Emperour negle¢ting his other Pallaces, 
dwelt at Ache, or Aix, built a fumptuous Houfe in 
che midft of the March, and a Temple by it, where 
he after was interr’d, and in which Gity all his Pofte- 
rity ever fince ufe to be Crowned: If not, the Gentle- 
manneed notdelpair. Such Matches have been on both 
fides, the prefent French King has Married Madam Afain- 
tenon with his left hand, as the French Cuftom is in 
Noble and Unnoble Perfons, becaufe it excludes thofe 
Children from being Heirs. We are ignorant of the 
Circumftances, whether fingle Perfons or not, there- 
fore he muft read, confult his Friends, Trace out 2 new 
path to himfel{, by comparing what fteps others nave ta- 
kenin the like extraordinary Cafes. 

ueft. 2. A Friend of mine in his Young, and Indifcrest 
years fell in Love with a certain Lady, fhe being Young, and 
of avery good Temper, and many ways Charming, he indulg’& 
the Paffian, made bis Addreffes to ber, and was kindly enter- 
tein'd ; he did, as other Lovers are wont to do, tell her, That 
he lou'd her above al! Creatures living, vow'd that if fhe 
woud not entertain him, be woud never make his. Addre{- 
fes to any Woman again; he wifh'd he might never be credit- 
ed in any thing, if what he then aid was not true, and he 
confirm’d thel2 ProteSiations divers times : Bat fince upon fo- 
ber and {erious Confiderations, by the Advice and Perfwafi- 
on of his Friends his Affeilions have mightily abated, he 
finds her Fortunes are {mall, and fomewhat precarious ; his 
own Circum(tances ave low, and if he cou’d hand{omely break 
eff, be might affure |inlelf of avery confiderable Fortune, 
and a Peron cvery way well deferving: and further, he foall 
be in a Capacity of doing his Relations a Kandnefs, who are 
in low Circumftances, which it feems heis very.defirous to do, 
and many more ways) be propofes to himfelf, by being fervice- 
able to his Generation ; but yet if be breaks off, the young 

Creatures Affections are now fo deeply engag’d to him, that be 

fears fhe will hardly {urvive the unkindne{s, nay be is almoft 

Affured that fhe will nor: What to do inthis Cafe, be knows 

mot ; be has many {cruties lying upon him, if ne marries he is 
like to ruine his growing Fortune ; if not, be fhall injure her, 


and do the contrary to bis former rash words : Your Advice is 
required in this Cafe, fromwmhich is expected much Sat isfattion 
from your, 8zc. 

Anfw. We have many Queftions of this Nature fent 
us, and we are ftill of the fame Mind. You ought to 
have been more Cautious before-hand ; you can’t now 
retreat in Honour and Confcieace without her Confenr. 
and whatever you may propofe to your Self, to palliate 
the matter, as being kind to Relations, &c. is alla fri- 
volous and vain Excufe, there’s no poffible Inconveni- 
ence can excufe acertain and an unavoidable Sin ; thae 
this is one is too evident, and we know: not how ’tis pof- 
fible for any one to fay he repents, that wilfully puts 
himfelf into fach a State, where its impoffible he fhou’d 
ever make reparation, as in the Queftion. 

Queft. 3. I bave fent feveral times to defire to know of you, 
how aWoman ought to behave her {elfto a man who has made 
Attempts againjt her Honour ; for f She treats him civilly, 
and fuffers him to fee ber, fhe tran{greffes the Laws of Decen- 
cy, fhe expofes her felf to the fame Danger, and gives him oc- 
cafion to think fhe has not @ juft abborrence of bis defigns ; on 
the other band, if fhe ufes him as an Enemy, and upon earne/t 
intreaties and pardon begged, refules to fee him, fhe difobeys 
that Chriftian Law of forgiving Injuries: Pray don’t fail to 
give your Thoughts in your uext Mercury, for it concerns 
me. 

_Anfw. The Queflion refolves it felf, fhe can pardon 
him without feeing him; and after that if fhe admit him 
to fee her privately, fhe adminifters new Fuel to the 
Temptation,which fhe ought to avoid as well as forgive. 

Queft. 4. Whether the World decays, and grows Old ? » 

Anfw. There are fome Fanfiful men of Opinion, that 
Earthquakes are the Effects of the decays of Nature; 
and that this Earth grows old:, fickly, and vveak, 
and that Hills and Vales are mot che Effect either of 
Creation, ot.of Nozb’s Flood, but that they are wrin- 
kles and furrows of Oldage, juft like the Defermities 
of Aged People: And they wou'd back this their Opi- 
nion by their Obfervation of Hills being for the moft 
part Barren and Sandy, as if the Radical moifture of 
Nature was feither exhaufted or withdrawn into the 
Valleys which are nearer the Center of the Earth, juft 
asa mans Spirits retire to the Heart, to relieve thar, 
when he comes near his end. But this merry Hypothe- 
fis istoo unphilofophical to be embrac’d; tor ‘tis plain 
that the World is Naturally uncorruptible, becaufe 
there’s no Natural Agent that can deftroy it felf.’Tis an 
Error which fome maintain, that the World decays, that 
Men grow lefs, or live fhorter Lives than thofe who 
liv’d tour thoufand years fince, as is evident by P{alm 
90, compos’d by Mofes, Men then liv’d 70 or 80 years 
as now: And thofe Travellers chat have vifited Egypz, 
give an Aceount that the Common length of che Tombs 
of the Ancient Kings of Egypt, which have been for fe- 
veral thoufand years, are but about two yards long 
ene with another. Ifthe World is decay'd, ’tis owing 
to the immediate Providence of God, who will allo one 
Anas that notable Change we read of in Sacred 

rit. 

Queft. 5. Whether One be any Number? 

An{w. Diophantus, that Prince of Arithmeticians, calls 
ita Number, and we take it to be fo too: Some fay ’tis 
rather the Genefis, or beginning/ of, Numbers, than 
a Nurrber it felf, fince all other Numbers are made 
out of it ; but that is to make it both Ioteger and Fraction 
at once, which is impoffible. hes 

Queft. 6. Gentlemen, There ts 4 Gentleman an Acquain- 
tance of mine, who has a Son who for fome time kept a Corre/- 
pondence with a Gentlewoman, which fome of bis Relations 
hearing of imagined that it wew'd grow to bea Match; to prevent 


which, they immediately gwent and acquainted his Father with 
it. 
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re, whick put bim in fuch 2 P2fion tht he immediately {wore 

ifinberit Dim, alsbough bis Son latisfied him long before 
thar be wewd never marry that Perfon ( fhe being much be- 
reais the younz Gentleman's quality ) tor any other without 
hic Ganfom » Now Genilenei, 1 defire your Opinion, Whe- 


teor wo Oach fo r1fly made, may not [afely be broken with. 
Oui 1 pretudice fo on {cremce ? , 

avin, It isa Dilcrecional thing, the Father may Oo- 
{er\ hat ir has no Obltcarion of an Oath. 

7. Athe Hisbind marrys B the Wife, and after- 
wards C, whillt B was live, and known to be fo by C3 
fone tt rey © leaves A and mtarryes D, D allo Rnowing 
Ato b fi ufter rois D turns off C; ard MATT YS k. 


sand all the Perfors ave now 
aivve. Gentlemen, You ave mow defred to tell us whole 
Wife Cis and whether the Children of E, who kaows no- 
thing of all this, begot by D, may Inherit their Mothers 
Foynture fertled upon ler in Marriage by the fuid D? as 

; si the laid D lawfully begotten by 


This ws certtya mutter of {AF 
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a former | ce publifp their Father s Crime; 
( they ur the truth of it, amd being -un- 
{ ‘ on . l 17 eft ic ye l, 
wrilt woul ,our particuear arrections Vere- 
in) and if they mey do it, whether. this Method may prevent 


bis difpofal of nother pir: of bis Effare which he defizns to 
give his Child that is very like him, begot on the Body of C, 
and whether this their publifhiag the matter may endanger 
his Life 2? Gentlemen, Your fence of the whole Cafe is ear- 
neftly importun’d by, &c? . 

Anjw. Here’s a Compiny of very Nice Queftions 
coucht under this uncommon Relation, fome of which 
we dare not precendto give Judgment cecifive upon, 
but only tell you our private Opinion, and defire you 
wou'd Confule ( if all be real matter of faét ) fuch Per- 
fons as you may receive better fatistaction from. As 
to the firft Queftion, Whale Wife isC ? We dare be po- 
fitive fheis none of A’s, for fhe can pretend no fuch 
thing as Marrtage with A before God, tor in our Office 
of Marriage ‘ts laid, So many as ave coupled together other- 
wile ghar Kord doth allow, are not joined together 
by God id in che Eye ot our Law a Man has bute 
one Wife, the Woman will be lookt upon as either a 
Wite or an Adulterefs ; a Wife it can’t be here, fince 
then A muft have two Wives, and if fo, is lyable to 
Dearh, for fo the Law provides in fuch Cafes: Ice then 
retains, tout fhe’s che Wife of BD, if of any Bedy ( who 
it’s fuppos’d by the Relation had no other Wite at che 
fame time )nor will D’s marrying E cancel the former 
Marriage ; for if 1 marry another Man’s Whore, fhe’s 
my Wife, and may be fuppos’d to be honeft for the fu- 
ture ; but if I marry another Man’s Wife, fhe’s not my 
Wite but ay Whore. °Tis our Opinion, that E tho’ the 
be really <:nocent before God, yet fhe is not D’s Wite 
whilft C ‘s alive; and by confequence in Anfwer to the 
fecond Queftion, her Children by D can’t inherit her 
Joynture without fome other Aét, but the Child of C, 
who is not guilry of its Parents Crimes, may and ought 
to receive its Portion amongft its elder Brethren, begot 
ona former Wife, which prevents the fourth Queftion. 
As tothe third Qneftion, which asks, Whether the Sons 
of D, begotten on a former Wife, may in Con{cience publifh 
their Father's Crime ? We dare not be pofitive in our 
Anfwer, but we think they ought nor for what’s paft ; 
but we believe if upon a full fatistaétion ( which 
we dare not determine ) they find that cheir Father’s 
Marriage with E is not yalid, or lawful before God or 
Man, they ought to inform their Father of it, and de- 
fire his Separation from her, and if he will not, we 
think they ‘ought not to publifh ic ; ‘tis unnatural 
to take away that hfe by which a Child lives, and 
how otherwile to avoid being partakers of the Fathers 
fin, is a great difficulty. As for the Jaft Query, Whe- 
ther their publifhing the whole toa Magiftrate may endanger 
their Father's life? We anfwer, Yes. We defire the Que- 
rift to get better fatisfaction as to the laft Marriage with 
E, Whether lawfuJ or not ? before they determine any 
thing, and then to fend to us agen ; and if any Perfon 
who is more affur’d in this Cafe will fend to us about 
it, we will communicate it to the Querifts by a Private 
Letter to be left with our Bookfeller. 

Queft. 8. Whether Privateering be lawful ? 


>. 


Anjo As fure as it is lawful to killa Frenxch-man thap 
is in a@zal Arms and Hoftiliry again{t us, ¥ hich no body 
doubts ef that has rot a mind to have his Throat cut jp 
Bed, or burn at Stake, al] Europe's Engagement in a Com. 
mon Caufe aétually determining the Cate in the affirma.- 
tive at this day: Every private Man fs a licens'd Officer 
of Juftice in fucha Cale. Where I’m oblig’d in duty todo 
an Aétion, I do not underftand how the Obligation is lef, 
becaufe it is my Intereft to do it, asin the Cafe of Prj. 
vateers; If I geta Prize, and ferve my Countrey, it is 
a double Obligation to venture. 

Queft. 9. It is well krown that Cocks crow at certain 
times inthe Night, or rather towards the Morning: Tour 
Opinion is defired, whether thofe Creatures diftingusf) time, 
and by their {uch Crowing do indicdte tbe certain hour ? ix 
the 13 ch, Mark 35 v. mention is made of Even, Midnighr, 
the Cock-crowing, the Morning : You will hereby cblize one 
of your Friends ? rn 

An{w, The Fews divided their Night isto — four 
Watches, each Watch containing three honrs: The fir{t 
began at fix a Clock in the Evening, and was called 
the Beginning of the Watches, Lament. 2. ry. The lecond 
was the Middle Watch, becaule it lafted ’till Midnight ; 
the third began at Midnight, and held ’ti]l three in 
the Mornhig, Luke 12. 38. and the fourth or laft Watch 
was called the Morning Watch, ic began at three, and 
ended at fix in the Morning, Mutth. 14.25. Thefe Watch- 
es were allo called by other Names, according to that 
part of the Night which clofed each Watch. The firft 
Watch was called the Even or Evening ; the fecond 
Watch was called Midnicbt, the third Watch was call. 
ed Cvck-crowing, and the fourth was called the Dawn- 
ing, all which are expreft in the Text, Mark 13. 35. 
“Ye know not when the Mafter of the Houle wil! come, 
“at Even, or at Midnight, or at Cock-crowing, or at 
“the Dawning of the Morning.” This Bird is a con- 
ftant Herald to the New-born day, and a diligent Watch 
to the filent Night, altering his Note as the day ap- 
proacheth ; for in the deadeft time he Crows more 
deeply than when the Nahe is wearing out, fhewing 
thereby as it were the differing Hours and changing 
Watches. 


Bdbertifements. 


f% “F"He Covenant of Grace not Abfolute but Condi. 

tional, modeftly afferted, and the Preachers 
thereof Vindicated, from the unjuft Afperfions of Ar- 
miniafm and Popery, fo liberally heftowed upon them 
by the Maintainer’s of Dr. Crifp’s, and other Antinemi- 
an Doétrine : Wherein is given a brief View of the 
1. Papifts, 2. Socinian, 3. Arminian, 4. Agtino- 
mian Opinion: s. And of the Proteftants in general 
on this Subject. Printed for Dorman Newman at the 
King's- Arms inthe Poultrey. 1692. 


ues TT Poft-Boy robb'l of his Mail, or the Pacquet 

broke open, confifting of s00 LETTERS to 
Perfons of fevera] Qualities and Conditions, with OB- 
SERVATIONS upon each Letter. Publifhed by a Gen- 
tleman concern’d in the Frollick. Price bound 2 s. 6 d. 


A Prattical Difcourfe on the late EARTH- 
_& QUAKES, witi an Hiftorical Account 
of PRODIGIES, and their Various Effects. 
By a Reverend Divine. Price 6 d. 


- A Mourning Ring in Memory of your Departed 
Friend, containing, The Houfe of Weeping ; 
The Sick-man’s Pafling-Bell ; The Author's Tears, or 
Meditations on his own Sicknefs, Death and Funeral ; 
The Hiftory of thofe that have dyed iuddenly. Obier- 
vations on the Bills of Mortality : With a comprehen- 
five Difcourfe of Monuments, Epitaphs, and other Fu- 
neral Honours. The Second Edition. 
All three Printed for $ohn Dunton at the Raven 
in the Poulirey. 
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